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AN 


ANSWELR 


TO THE 


Switch for the Snake. 
A Book fo called. 


Diſcovering the Weakneſs of the Switch, which the Leading Quat- 
ers { of the Second Days Meeting in LONDOYW for Govern- 
ment.) have lately (as lam told, } given into the Hands of each 
Parliament Man. 


Mi — 


Vice is Nouriſh:d, and gets Life by Covering it, faith a Heathen Au- 
thor , even ſo it is with E7r075 in Religion. 


{Humbly ſhewi. g, that it 1s Impoſſible, thar the Pens now 
in © ontroverfie, againſt us Quakers, ſhou'!d be rut a 
ſtop to, before there's an O:der given forth, (from 
the ſecond Days Meering ) for the Reformation cf 
our Numerous Preachers in the Country. 

TAnq allo a Book of Retrations of all the Errors in 
our Friends Printed Books, be Publiſhed, with an 
| Appendix 2nd Poſtſcript. 

By Mzllram Mather, a lover of (the wel' meaning Perſons, eſpeci- 
| ally among \ thar People. 


Prov. XXVII. 6. Faithful are the Hounds of a Friend : But ho 
Kiſſes of an Fnemy are deceitful. 
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| AN 
ANSWER 


I0 THE 


_ Switch for the Snake, &c. 


Note that the Figures on the left Hand Margin, Dirett to the Book, called 
the SWITCH. 


527 S not the Soul without begining , comimg from C. Fox, Great Miſts- 
God, infinite in it felf? ry, P. 90. 229. 
53 Ir 5s not horrid Blaſphemy, to ſay the Souls P. 273 
' Part of God is a Part of God. 100 
Anſwer, If the Soul is without beginning , and is a Part of Gcd ; 
then not Created, contrary to Gen, 1. 
Are not ye [the Minifters ) in the Preſumption, and uſurpt 
79S Authority, to Preach, or Teach, that have not the immediate 241. 
Revelation, as the Apoſtles had? 

Anſwer, To be ſure itis grent Preſumption, in too many Ignorant Preachers, ( in 
this Age) that pretend they have the ſame immediate Revelation, as the Apoſtles had ; 
Tea, even the (ame degree ; for ſaithG. Fox, ( in the ſame Book, P. 213. to his-0p- 
poſer) Thou canſt not know Scripture, but by the ſame degree of the Spirit the 
Prophets and the Apoſtles had. 

And faith he, **They are Conjurers and Diviners, and their teaching is from 
* Conjuration, which is not ſpoken from the Mouth ot the Lord;and that he thac 
* hath the {ame Spirit, that raiſed Jeſus Chriſt, is equal with God. See P. 7. 
and 8. in Sauls Errand, &c, 

Anſwer, by this Doftrine, every Man is equal withGed, for do not you , J. W. 
and G. W. hold, that every Man hath a meaſure of that Spirit, 

But, ifall Preachers are Conjurers, that Preach nct trom the Mouth of the Lord, 
then that Name muſt needs belong to G. Fox, in rhe firit piace, ( as above ) is 
manifeit, becauſe his DoErines ditfer trom Scripture. 

Next, Joſeph Clark, mentioned in or abour, P. 8x, in the defence of the 
Snake, (a Book fo catled, ) but Idonot reckon him a real Conurer ( tho he is 
one, according to G. Fox's Sence ) becauſe he was fo very much miſtaken, by his 
vifion,that ſo much ftrengthened him, ro bear his Teſtimony againtt Tyths, for he 
told.me, he ſaw the Prieſt that ſued him, and thoſe belonging to hin, Mclt in 
his fight to nothing, adding, I care nor,if the Jaylor or the Bayliffs ger my Money, 
butfor the Prieſt he ſhall never have any thing of mine, for John Field, one of 
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the ſecond days meeting in LONDON, told me, he could put me in a 
way, the Prieſt ſhould never get any of my Goods. 

In Brief, alittle before the Aſſizes (at Beg/ard) Toſgph expeQting a Tryal for 
Tyths, JoPn ſent him down a Copy of the Bill that the Prieſt had pur in againtt 
him, witha Letter &orm 7obn (- which Joſeph got! me taRead) wheyem he named 
Joſephs Counceller to Plead for him, and that he had paid him 10*v. and adviſed 
Foſeph to give him 10 5. more at the Aſlizes, and alſo Joſeph went up to London, to 
take Adviceof John about ir. ; 

About two Days before the Aflize, Joſeph came to my Houle, and defired me 
to make him a Writing, to ſecure his Goods from the'Priett z if upon Tryal,. the 
Prieft ſhould caſt him. 214 FRF BEECHER WAP --* 

My anſwer was, ( I very well remember, ) viz. What doſt tho come to me, to [-- 
cure thy Goods, did zot -Fohn Field promife to-ds that for thee 2 Well, ſaith he, it's 
ow t.0 late, Iweg!d have thee doit for me : then I told him, it could not be done, 
except he did quit himſelf of the poſſeflion of hisGoods, and Aſlign his right ro 
ome Perſon or other. | | | 

This he would not believe, until he got me to go with him to a Lawyer, and 
there he agreed to bring the Leafe of his Farm, to the Lawyer , (which was one 
day before the Afſizes) but his Leaſe he left at home, and did ride to: one of his 
Bt: others to be av Arbitrarox cn his ſide. to agree it, and then it wasgiven our, that 
Foſeph did not agree with the Pricſt, it was his Brother. Aud.I being with him af- 
ter the agreement, he {aid to me, -e conld now fray Thths as well as other Taxes: 
the Priett (who being reputed a very moderate Man, and well ſpoken of by ſome 
Quakers) {ent his Sou to School to me ſome time after this agreement, and the 
Young:Man ſaid to me, That Joſeph was as good 4 Man as they had in the Town, 
for the Payment of Tyths, . Ns | 

But ſince theſethings, To/eph went to a Monthly Meeting , to Ampthel\, ro An- 
fwer for himſelt upon ſuſpicion, of being a long PraQiſer ot a very foul Sin, I am 
aſhamed toname it ; the divers Witneſles, were very free to tell it-in private, and 
fomewhat became publick, v:z. To the Elders of that meeting, that when he went 
from home, he muſt have a Man lye in Bed with -him, 'and rhat he uſed ro Kiſs, 
and ger upon ſuch Men as he lay with, and made them Swear; and I heard two 
Men fſay,that with him, they had. ſuch a Nights Lodging as they never had in their 
Lives, adding, they would never Lye with him more. 2 | 

Now 7e/eph being Examined, of (ome of theſe Aﬀtions, could give no better 
Anſwer than this, ( as I am told) It was only love to the Creature, ) lo the Meeting 
could donoleſs than bid him give over Preaching i Meetings, his Anſwer was, / 
muſs obey God rather than Man. This Joſeph continues to Preach in lis own Houſe 
( and People come to hear him) every other fiifſt Day, asIam told. ' 

Reader, bare with me {for L defire-a Re'ormation,) arid I am: the Earger upon 
this, becauſe the Ruling, Elders and Preachers, have Written Laws, which. they call 
Preſcripticns, which lome hcld are to keep all out of miſcarriages, or to that 
purpoſe; when Alas! They have loſt their Power ( ifever they had any ) to filence 
the Young Nonlentic:] Preachers , yeriuch Elders will ſometimes in private to 
others, call them hait handed Preachers, and wiſh they wouldbe filent. 

. Newalittle mcre of the {aid Jo/eph, once before, he was to Dine at my Houſe, 
andhad tat down, faid, amongit other words, O God thou haſt Written thy Law, 
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in our Hearts, as with the point of a Diadem, (i.e. a Kings Crown.) And when 
begins to Preach, he ſaith, this and this ſprings, or ariſcs in my Heart; ( that is ) 
what comes next to his Tongues end; and becauſe he Thunders out his Words © 
faſt, the Ignorant hearers conclude it comes from the Life and Power of Ged ; (thi: 
is darkneſs it elf.) ; 

Thus too many well meaning Souls have been Rtrongly deluded , by heaping 
unto themſelves ſuch Ignorant Preachers (having Itching Ears, as the Aycfiie {cath 

(2 Tim. 4. 3.) that they cannot endure ſound Pearine, when they (or ſome of hom? 
hear G. Keith Preach it, as lately near Bedford, and ro mawitett their d:thke ££ hi; 
Do&rine, one of them, a Woman Preacher, flood up, refleting apainit Georye, a- 
monegſt other Words, as near as Iand others prelent could remember, ſhe Prezched 
againſt the Wiſdom of the World,and Prieſts and Profeilers Knowlccge,that profits 
not, And that it was not needful that Chrift ſhould Live in Heaven or Dye on Earth but 
that he ſhould Live and Rale in ws, &c, Likewiſe ſhe that reflected lately, id r1 
one of her Neighbours {as I am credibly intorm'd. that what ſhe ſpoke m Mecti:.gs, 
was only that which did arite from within, od tha ſhe had not read a Chapter tn 
the Bibl- this three Years. 

Therefore ſuch Ignorant Preachers have got ſuch a way of turing oiit the words 
that comes next to their Tongues end, that fo Charmes the farccies of ſome of ri--+ 
hearers, that they conclude the words that ſv ſpring out of their M:,uths, 3re 35 
g00d News from Heaven, agreeable to G. Fox, who ſaith , viz. There 5 nowe ie 
Glory and a Heaven, but within them, Gre. Miſt. p. 2 14. 

But who ſo blind as to believe that the ir finging Preachirigs come immedizrely 
from Heaven, or Gods Holy Spirit, when they ſo teldom mind, or meditate in tio 
Holy Scriptures, which were given torth from Gods Spirit, 

Therefore it 15 my Faith, that if ſuch Preachers , as are Ignorant of the Fin;-* 
mental Do&trines of Chriſtianity, were filenced, and that in Country NMicectings ;c 
Religious Worſhip, (a ſound preacher being abſent,) One in the Mceting, att: 
time of Gilently waiting upon God to grow 1n Grace, did read a Chapter cr twro 11 
the Bible to Meditate upon ; or a Sermon and Prayer ( in the fear cf God ) in the 
Family Devotions of that honeſt Man Theophilus Dorrington, the People would 
ſoon ſhake off their Ignorance, by the help of Grace and Holy Scriptures. 

Objett. But if ſome conceited Ignorant Preachers ſhould ſay rome, thus : Thou 
wouldelt bring us back again into Eg ypr to the Prieſts, we will not ſo muci as look 
into their Writings, their B44y/0ni/4 Ware, for one of our Teachers has told us, they 
are Merchants XA Babylon, (ucceſlors of Simon and Eitmas the Sorcerers , AFFs 8. 
and x3. And further, he Prophetied about 4o Years azoe, that their downfall was 
near, for ſaith he in P.19. The Wrath of God Almighty, is cor tobe trod, in which y0u 
are to be caſt, ſor the Lord hath ſpoken it, and he will zot repent, a trebble Porti- 
on of the Plagues of God Almighty, are you to have above all others, &c, R, Crane's 
ſri& account of the Mzrchants of Babylon, Printed in 1660. 

Anſwer, By the falle Prophetie of R. C. we may learn, th«t blind Zeal and Valice 
doth excite ſome to Curſe inthe Name cf the Lord, as G. #. has done G. K. Theſe 
dreadtul Curſes were to deter us I2torant Quakers from ſo much as opening to read , 
a Prieſts Bcok, fearing rhcit Cheats would be diſcovered. 

But notwithſtanding our Teachers hery Zeal again{t t!;c Priefts (as they call thom 
in derifion, ) the ſoundeſt Doctrine of CP had been loft in this Naticn(tho 
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too many of them do not Live up to their Do&rin, ) had ndt forme of the beſt of 
them, explain'd them according to rhe Holy Scriptures, ({ which is ſo little minded 
by teo many 3 ) Witneſs Dr. Fowlers Dclign of Chriſtianity , Dr, Scorrs Works, 
bur more elpecially his Fifth and laſt Vol. of the Chriſtians Life, which I recom- 
mend to my Reader to buy them, if he can ſpare Money. 

I fav, the Family Devotions avove mentioned, may be very uſefull, (to unpreju- 
diced minds ) to be uizd, in our Religious Meetings in the Country. X 

And alſo in Families, every Evening, where the Maſter of the Family has not 
the Gift of utrerance (as many have nor. ) Heart Prayer is in uſe at all times,which 


a{-28 our on Souls; but Prayers read in the Families, in Words ſuitable to the -. 


Divine Mijz!ty ought to be in ſuch Words, as may excite the Hearers to ſtand in 
ave of cur Creator, by fearing to Sinagain(t ſo good a Ged, that gives us all good 
tinge, es: | : 

But the Prayers as we Quakers uſe to hear(it's ſaid) comes immediately from Gods 
Spirir, which is impoſlible; for if they did, there would be a begging of God Par- 
don for their Sins, and the Sins of the Members of the Meeting. 

That we ſhould fo long be Enemies to Forms of Prayer, (is to be wondered at) 
when our dear Saviour made one for us, When you Pray,faith he, fay, Onr Farhe; 
which artin Heaven, &c. Lnke 11. 2. and this we never uſe in our Meetings, nor 
in Families, and indeed molt of us uſe no Prayer in their Families, that Wrath we 
muſt expect, without Repentance, according to ere. 10 25. Powr out thy fary pou 
the Heathen, and the Families that call not on thy Name, 
c Will, Pens ſerion: 

# But that the outward Perſon,that ſufiered,was properly Apology. Þ. 146. 
299 \ the Son of God, we utterly deny. 

Anſwer, If this be true, Nathaniel was miſtaken, who ſaid, Thou art the $,» »f 
Ged, John 1. 49. Alſo Simon Peter, who ſaid, Thou art Chrift, the Son of the !::- 
ing God, Matt, 16. 16, as likewiſe was the voice ont of the Cloud, which ſaid, This i; 
5 Beloved Son, Matt. 17. 5. 


Your Imazined God beyond the Stars, and your Carnal C. Atiinſon's 

Chriſt (which you would make apppear thro' your Hea- Sword cf th; 

204 Ztheniſh Philoſophy ) is utterly denyed. That Chriſt is God Lord Gram: 

aud Man, in one Perſon, 1s a Lye. , Es | 

Anſwer, Did youever hear that any Miniſter profefling Chriſtianity, did go 2- 

kout to make Chritt appzar thi:o Hcatheniſh Philoſophy ? and ro yeur denying that 

Chriſt is God and Man, Read //a. 9. 6. 70. 1. 14. and 20. 28. Heb. 2. 14, 16. ard 

8.3.1 Tim, 3.16. Ph. 2.5, 6, 7. Rom. 9.5. 1. Jo. 5.20, with many others, thar 
prove Þe 1s. 


Doth not the Name of Chr:#, belong to the whole 
Body, and to every Mumber 7 Chriſt 1s not aſhamed 
to call them Brethren i Heb, 12 10. nor 15he aſhamed, 
to give them the (Name Cr7, together with him, 
Heb. 2. 11. 

Mc wer, Idonot yet read in the Scriptures that Jeſus called any of his followers 
rift, 


Iſaac Peningto 


407 to Profeffors, P.2 7. 
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 Reeftion, (to a Qualer) Is that very Aan (Jeſus ] with Ed, Burrows 
that very Body within you, Yea, or Nay 2 Anſwer, the very Works, P. 149; 


223 b gd 
Chriſt of God, is within us, we dare not deny hi;a, 
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The Suafferings of the People cf God { Quakers ) 
in this Age, is greater ſuiferings, and more unjuſt 
210C than in the Days of Chriſt, or the Apoltles, what E. 5, 
was done to Chriſt, or the Apoſtles, was chicly '273- 
" done by a Law, and in great part, by the due 
executing of a Law. 
Aafwer, Surely, this muſt be a great miſtake in F4, Barrows, for no Quake! 
I can hear of') had his Hands and Feet Naitzd ro a Tree of a Crols, and there hare 
cill Death, as the hard Hearted Romaz: (did, by the Jews procurement ( of hard- 
er Hearts) Crucify our ev:r Bleſſed Saviour; and allo we read, that three of jus 
followers ſuffered ſo, as Phillip, Ardrew and $509, and that Join wes thrown into 
a Tun of Scalding Dil, and by the Power of Jeſus Chritt, took no hurt; and likes 
wiſe Mark the Evangeli/t (it's ſaid) had a Rope tyed about his Neck, and way 
drawn through ch Streets of Mexanartiz until his Fleſh was rent in Pieces, 
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? ' They that are falle, Preach Chrift without, and —Wiiam Smiths 
219 + bid People believe in him, as he ts in Heaven Premer, P.8$. 
2 ayvoVes 

But it we make but a ſmall amendiment, (iy vou in P. 220) of the word | only | 
and titen read ir thus; | 

They that are falſe, Preach Chrit without, and bid People believe inhim [cn- 
ly] as he is in Heaven: (very good, ) 

Then George Whitehead, now that you hive found out the way of amendments, 
thou mayeit do well to follow on to the end, ttac mone may Write more againſt 
if, 

As Firſt, begin in P. 65. in thy Trmth defending the Rrakers, and there ule the 
word (only) as, 

That Faith in Chriſt without 71es, is contrary to the {poſties Dotrine. 

And to it greatly behoves thee to do, ieeing thou hatt given 1tuch a large Teſti- 
mony to Ciritt withoxt us, in P. 544 in the Switch, contrary to what thou haſt for- 
merly Printed, and yetinall thy l:rge Confeflion, thou doſt not own him now to 
be in Heaven without us, in the true nature of Man, and inthe true and reit Bu- 
dy whercin he ſuftered, that he will coine again in that Body ithozrt zes, to Judge 
tits Quick and the Dead at the laſt Day, 

And if thou wilt (by the help of D:vine Grace) make a Buok of Retra&ions, of 
all cthings that's contrary to the Doctcaines of Ciriit Jelus in Holy Scripture, in thin: 
and other Friends Books,(and get the Members of the ſecond Days Meering in Londs; 
tolign it,)it will (as I may ſay) rake the Weapons out of the Hands cf all thoſe tha 
lay,The Lnaters hold damnable Errors, 

I am not without hope, . but that thou mayeſt be an Inſtrument in this good 
work, which if thou lives to ſee it accompliſied, thou wilt leave a good Savour 
behind thee 3 for thou mult needs acknowiedge thou art futed to failings, 4 well 
as Samze!, Eliab and Elyjaz,who, you ſay, in P. 497. wer?, viz, Good Hen, 1. ſome 
FTC 
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tree Prophers, alſo bave been miſtaken in ſome things, and have had their weakneſs and 
failings, Sam; 16. 16, 1 Kings 18. 18. Rom. 11. 3, 4+ F 

And further, in P. 229. That we have always readily offered, and ſubmitted our 
w ords and writings, to the Teſtimony of Holy Scripture, 8c. 

If this you really intend, then do you chooſe three or four of the learned'ſt Qua- 
kers, to meet with ſuch a number ot the ſobereft Miniſters of the Church of £-g- 
1ani {ceing you acknowledge their Creed is Orthodox) to help to make a Buuk 
cf Retraions, 

But, if vou fill hold, that none can rightly judge of Do&rinez, whether titey 
are according to Scripture, or no, without the ſame degree of Gods Spirit, as the 
Prophets and the Apoſtles had, the Controverfie will not end, except you will ac- 
knowledge you have it in that degree. . : 

* The good Phyſittan (ſaith one) will try the Apothecaries Drugs, ere he make 
& uſe of 'them for his Patients Body : And ſhall we not try the ingredients of that 
© Religion (by the Holy Scriptures) which is accounted the Phyſick of our Souls ? 
If the Gold be pure, why fears it the Touchſtone? 

Therefore be not backward to come to the Teſt, and for your Aſliſtance take 
{thoſe above) and if you ſee ſome failings in them, judge not, that they ace not ac- 
cepted of God, for ſinall failings, nor be fo uncharitable, *as F. B. ſeems to be, in 
P. 32. of his works, and P. 93. in the Switch, wiz. That God doth not accept of 
* any, where thereis any failing, &c. 

I have more Charity for our Antient friend 1/aac Pennington (above mentioned) 
that he was accepted of God tho' he had failings; for After he had Writ Queries 
that ſtrengthened fome Men in the keeping on their Hats in Prayer time, retracted 
it, aying, viz. God knows ({aiih he) I did not willingly miſtake : Nay, truly the Dow- 
er was rponme, when I wrote thoſe Queries, but 1 did not underſtand the ſjgnification 
thereof ; Jud- and rhe Jews, P. 69. 

Therefore we have no need to boaſt, that we have a Spirit given us, beyond ail 
our toretathers, Gre. Mit. P. 89. : 

In Brief, a Man that does bur once tell you, G. Y. &c, of your miſtakes , that 
they might be amended, had need have the ſame Armour of Grace in his Heart, as 
littic David had , when he encountered Great Goliah, yea, as bold as Davids Wor- 
thies were, who ventured their Lives, to fetch Water from the Philiftians Camp; 
ro eſure you will ſcott at him at ahigh rate, Wound or Kill him, as you account 
that Cr5ſp, Bug, Keith, Cc. are Dead to the Life of Truth, for oppoſing your Er- 
rors : Wounded them,it's true you have, for which God will Judge you ; for every 
on? of them at firſt only defired, that you might bring your deeds to the Light, v4. 
to be tryed by Scriptures; but inſtead of Antwering heir Chriſtian deſires (for your 
200d) you fall upon them, and wound them and made them grieve. 

By this it further appears, you are no followers of the good Samaritar, he did 
heal. where he had not wounded , ycu wound, and ſeek tomake the wound big- 
ger : theBleſſed Jeſus , you take not for an example, he went about doing good 
to his very Enemies, being Reviled, Reviled not again, 1 Per. 2. 23. O&! How 

. aid his Lamb like Nature Weep, when be turned his Face towards hard hearted Teru- 
ſalem, and thought of the miſcries that were coming upo# thoſe his fierce Enemies. 

But you ſeek not to bind up the Wounds you have made in;your Bretbren,ſcek 
not to win them in a Sparit of meekneſs, but like rough E/azx, contend with them 
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fiercely, and rejoice if any ill befalls them, doing what in you lies to ſtarve rem, by 
hindering their Trading. Your own Conſciences will tell you (if not ſearcd) this is 
truth, | 

You are not come into the Patienceof a Chriſtian, as David was in, when Shimes 
curſt him bitterly. Oh! how patiently David bore it, being ſentible there was 
ſome Cauſe in himſelf, that God did permit Shizzes to curſe hun ſo citen befor: his 
mighty Warriours. _ 

Contider this, you fierce diſpiſers of all thoſe who defire your Reformation in Do- 
rine and Practice. You know where this curſed thing is, that cauſeth all this di- 
ſturbance z you {tili hide 1t ; bur out it mutt come, and be beaten to powder. 

What! dv you think people are blind 2 Do not you ſay, They all have Light from 
the ſame Fountain of Light with you ? Did not Ged give them this Light to Know 
Truth from Error by ? | 

Your making New Creeds, or Articles of Faith (according as your Ogpoſers de- 
fire you) will not do ; they cannot believe you are fincere util you retract thoie 
Errors in your Books, printed before your late Greeds. 

And it ſome of the Authors are dead, what then? you that have recommended 
their Works, by Epiſtles to them, muſt retra& them ; It's no ſhame todo it, ithath 
been often done tor good men after death, by the Survivers in Chriſtianity. ['s 4 
Prince: thing ({aith a Worthy Autnor) 10 acknow'edge an Error, and to 7orſa'e it. 
And tho 1 kave been a Laaker above 4o years, I took it well when any one {aiv a 
fault 12 me, ani}rold me of tt, 

Is it no* a fauit in the Members of Two Mectings in /Yiclh.om in Buckinghamſhire, 
not to love one another 2 and is 1t not a great Fault that the Preachers in both Mee 
tings, in pretending they. both preach from the utterance of God's Spirit, yetpreass 
contrary to 0e another, 


To conciude, As to: this my Loving Teſtimony to the Truth, Tam ſure that thon 
George Whitehead willnot hate and fcoft me (as thou hait done thy Or-poſer, inthe 
Switch) if God 's Gracz is thy Guide. Oh! tberefore George, Ariſe in the Authotity 
of the Divine Grace, (that thy Name may be had in worthy Remembrance, when 


| thy Body is in a Grave:) 


And like good Jofiah, labour to get every thing removed (out of our Spiritmal 1/ 
racl, ſo called) thar in any thing is contrary to C?rift's inward and Spiritual Grace, 
and his Divine Precepts, in holy Scripture ;- that JFeremiah's Prophefie may be fulfilled 
in us, viz. - All that ſee them ſhall acknowledge them, that they are the Seed which the 
Lord hath bleſſed, 74.61. 9. Men ſeeing our Innocent, Patience, Meet, Quicr, Hum- 
ble, Blameleſs and Inoticniive Lives and Convertation, to the Glory of God for ever.. 


'Fhis in Truth is the real deſire of my heart, for the People called Laakers in ge- 
neral : God knows I lye not, becauſe fo many of them are come {fo far out of the 
Wilderneſs (of this wicked World's Vanities) evento the very borders of Canaan (a 
reſting place in God's Grace). 

It picizs my Soul, thac any ſuch Innocent Souls ſnould fall ſhort of that reft, by 
hearkening to the Preachings of the Lifele(s Preachers (above-mentioned) who are 
Taught to preach neither by Grace nor Holy Scriptures, but what comes next into 
their Imaginations (which is a Rock) that many Souls have been ſplir upon, 

Bedfora, Nev. 2.5, 1699, oat. the Souls of all der, W. = 
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An Appendix. 


BY way of Appeal to the moſt ſerious amongſt the People called Quakers (that 
by Grace and Holy Scriptures). they may conſider (in the fear of the Lord) 
Whether ſome of our confident -Teachers, were not the cauſe of the many Im- 
priſonments, &#c, we entlured (I carmot number mine) in the time of X. C;. II. 
who in the fir{t year of that Kings Reign, viz. 1660, the ſuffering Clergy of the 
Church of Erglard, teing wt coming cut of the ſuffering they endured in Ol:wers 
time,C#c. that one of ourTeachers ſhould Salute them in the folqwing manner,in his 
Book called, A ſtritaccount of Babylons Merchants, &c.By Richard Crane,Printed 
tor T1197 15 Simons at the Bull and Adonth, &c, 
. © Go to (faith R. Crane) ye Merchants of Babylon, who are now in this day 
* bringing forth, and expoſing to ſale your old Cankered, Ruſty, and Moth-eaten 
* Ware. Rage not, neither be angry, if you be brought to your &#le which you ſay 
* 3s the Scriptare, 

** And tho' you gather ſome heat from the Sw», [K. C. IT.] that is newly ariſen, 
* and from it receive ſome {mall Vigor, and likethe 1»ſefts, and the Reprrlia of the 
* Earth, who creep out of their holes at the S»ns warmth, by which they are vivifi- 
* ed - yet know ſuch are not Permanext, but the withdrawing of the Suns heat 
* from them, ſoon return to their holes, and ſome Periſh ; you may take this as a 
* Figure. 

& For there is 4 cup prepared for you, being mixed with Plagues, Woes, Miſerier, 
* Sorrows, Torments, and Eternal Burnings, which you ſhall not paſs, for you 
T are found: from the Lord God worthy, and a trebble portion is to be given unto 

you. 

* Being Ignorant of the Soul, or what it is, your Cure, is ypu know not what, 
* or to what, and fo truly Phyſitians worth nothing. — Your Medicine, which 
* you pretend to cure Souls witi, I would ask whether it be a Simple, or a Compoyna, 
* being made up of ſo many Fragments of divers ſorts, therefore a Componnd. 

* As the firſt [ngredient in your. Compoſition, ſo much cryed up, is your Prayer, 
& called Common ; * and indeed fo it is, I hardly know any thing more Common, 
« except Curing and Swearing. 


— — ——— _—  — 


+= RATES — __—__ 
* Which W.Tomlingſon the ſame year 1660. in his word of Information, compares to the Whor es 

cup, men:soned in the Revelations, 
R. Faraſworth, 2 years after that, inhis Plea to the Biſhops, Labours to prove out of the Common 
Prayer, that the Quakers agree miy it in Principle, Doftrine an.l Praftjoe, A 
(1 
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( 11 ) 
th Aiſo Fra, Lea, in hi Looking Glaſs for Epiſcopal People, 1594. writes ten approved Irayert out »j 
ri Common Prayer Book, to ſhew hew the Oudbkers apree w ith it, ſo deſerve Liberty of Gunſcicnce, 
s,., all may come out of Errey, the Ruarcers bave long prayed jer, (faith i.e) Ewen ſo Ao now the 0p 
Plſers of the Qaakers Error, and that }. Tield (above named) will trove they are all of one mind an 

heart; as be uſed to ſay they were, 1h:n let him Reconcile his Brother Preachers ſaybigs above, 


* In ſome things you parallel $:z20» and Elimas the Sorcerer, AF. 13.8 2 Ps 
&* you are even diſcovered and known to be as you are, viz. Antickriſts, Decei- 
&* vers, Sorcerers, and Ravemng Wilves— Flames, Flames, Flames of Fire, i pre- 
'* pared by the Lord to conſume you 44 dry ſtubble, In the Light of the Eternal God, 
& I have beheld you, and all your A&ions, and take them alrogether, ar.d Rake 
* the Pit. of contuſion, and bind up your ſelf in a bundle. —If I ſhould parallet you 
« with Salvage Beats, I could not truely do it, I think, be they never ſo ficrce— 
* but Men of Prey, ſuch as you are, is quite out of kind, and not to be paralle!'d by 
* any thing that draweth breath. 
—— * Oh! Full of all Subtilly, Children generated of the ſeed ot deceir, brought 
* forth out of the Womb of Wickedneſs, and nouriſhed up at 
The true Light © the Breaſts of Witchcraft, and rocked in the Cradle of 1d'e- 
eertainly did not © neſs, Wo u me, for the day which I ſec ts coming pon you from 
move this Man *© the Lord, and all them that you have made drunk, by pittire 
to Rage at this ©* your bottle of Poyſon to their Neſes, who have drank deev, and 
rate. * /o are become one in Nature with you, it had been better (on + 4 
: «* never been born, it had been better for 3on, that you hai bee 
h ftrangled in your Mothers Wombs, and ſtill births had been preſented to ther, than 
* Living Chilar en into their Arms. Oh ! What ſhall I ſay concerniug you2- Gers 
© everlaſting decree « ſealed againſt you, burnings, burnizgs, burainss, with unqu: ac 
* able fire, is your portionfrom the Lord Godof Heaven and Earth, 
*.Your Organs, your Singing-4en, and Boys with Smrplice, Tibpits, Sew 7: 
* Long Garments and Girdles, with your invented Prayer called Common, w.:\ 
* your Preaching,cand the beſt of your Sactifices, enters into the ears of the Eterna! 
* God---(Nay) you are highly miſtaken, a; pure God mutt have pare 
* Mark praiſe, God praiſes God * ; his praiſe and worſhip for ever and ever, 
this well, © is from thee to thee: now 1t you cannot read this let your Mouths for- 
L « ever be ftopped; Ceaſe your Invented Inftruments for Worſhip,for an 
Evil Savour doth your Sacrifices ſend forth, even a loathing to the Lord God of 
* Heaven and Earth. | / 
But the God which you Imagine, let him be Worſhipped according to your 
Imaginations and Inventions, and think not tro mock the Eterna! God, by your 
© Devices—=the Jews knew him not, who camein the Figzre or Hejhp, — Oh! 7 
* have ſeen Eternity, I have ſeen Eternity, and a dreadful day is VERY NEAR at 
* hand to be revealed; Oh | The sverflowing ſcourge ; Oh | The Beſome of Deſtrutti- 
* on.Oh! ThePlagues andVengeance that zs to be poured wpon the Wicked in this Nati, 
«* both Prieſt and People: Howl, Howl, Hireling Prieſts of all orders, for the Vine- 
* preſs of the wrath rj God Almighty 5sE VEN NEAR to be trod;»to which you are to v8 
7 *4 : for the Lord God hath ſpoken it, and he will not repent, a trebble portion, a 


© trebble portion of the Plagues of God Almighty, you are 10 have aveze all others, 
* [Thus far & Crave] 


{> Ob- 


(28 3 
Obſerve, Chriſtian Reader, what Aſtoniſhing things are the ; 

man pr«tends came thro' him from God Almighty: Oh, > > Boingy Low 
ay all how m_ upon - Merciful Gon, : 

ut we Poor Ignorant Quakers were ma e ſo blinde to believe, be 7 
ſufferings, that ſuch were true Prophets ſent of God, in this — gong 
they ſpoke from the mouth of the Lord, need not ſtudy or medicate what to _ 
(as Farl adviſed Timochy, 1 Tim. 4. 15.) As if they were Conjurers that cook a Text 
of Sctipture to begin a Sermon, See p. 7. in G. Fox Saxls Errant. 

And that they needed neither Scriptures nor Books, as a means to kelp their 
Preachers, and that they may be good Miniſters without the help of the Scripture 
(as the above named Joſeph Clark, pleaded with G. Keith in my houſe) for the "a 
all revealed in them, that they were to preach and declare, and by the ſame 4 irit 
Young Boys and Girlcs Preach now, and have a long time from the Ima inatio 
of their Brains, or what _ next to the Tongues end, for if this $ Ire W of 
God, it would allow the Holy Scriptures to. be ſometimes read in chew R ligiou 
Meetings, becauſe we are cfrtain.the Scriptures were given forth by God's "IT ee 

Indeed, their firſt Preachings won many of us to become good moral Hearl 

\ expeaing Salvation only by obeying th og grE: 

And John Bunyan, art thou within us : when alas ! Salvation OD b - a 
finding jault(faithG.F.)becauſe Faith in Jeſus of Nazareth, as he died ; Y A. Saving 
Hen wear noHatbands,and eat mo at God's Right Hand) making I bog 5 vt 
and drink Bread and Water, finners, tharall men might have a kd ops OT 
caſt by pa: Boy G. _ Pp. = from hina comes all the Grace hs = _ 
211. And ſince have taken | os Nnen- 
Pride again. ws ON r. bs yg, Tit 

This Erting Spiri | | i 
Jeſus (as he is in Heaven) the objet of Ga Falth 3 ou rs male Chrilt 
of Nazareth appeared in the World for a ſhort time, called a Fie + Be Þ Ugo 
above) and when he diſappeared in the World, isno "nore. igure (by R, C. as 
Pe Fe EO de LF Pon dan 
9 » &. . 11260 , 7 
wes oy -o 31. D FINES rhe Laſt Day, by.t at MAN 
i=&. If ſome Lnakers ſay, That T highly commend the P. 
Church © b 60 TE ve YAYErS made by ſome of th 
je mn 4 NOIR : and ao nottheir Books want RetraCtions (in ſome 46 oy 2 

Azaſ. It's true, I do commend their Prayers | 

Teachers, in his Looking-Glaſs. More thereof dep Sg £7. Zoe, ne of your 
1 And what in their Books isneedful to be retrated they will 

rougnt to do it as you are, nor cover them ſo long as you hav de OT 8 hendly 
Preaching Elders have done near me, vhic mow contets The Lo one, and as the 
rOrs in our Friends Books before their Centroverfie with G 4 we there were Fr. 
ſhame to cover Tranſgreſſions to long (from us Hearers) to k he more is their 

thoſe that cover Errors by Sophiitry in their New Books OTE ogur wich 
Dr. Scott (that excellent Pen-man) did commir an Error i bo "SF 

younger years, called, The Chriſtian Life, 1 Vol. which T by a book written in his 

Eel = - - HEE He ſeems to encourage Chriſtians in thet” Warkare. Ro 

jer and Raieries of Fancy, 8c: which Chriſt condemns, Aft, 13. 36, But 

for 


a 


(#3) 
for a 5th Pal. of the Chriſtian Life, I know not many -etter Looks, CXcept the 

ible. | | 
And likewiſe it's to be loped (now that God fas given more Light) the Church cf 
Evgland will by the heip of the {award and S:irizual Srace, remove thoſe Offen- 
ces that have kept out fo many Diſſenters from coming in into them ; for it they do 
not cowe in (as one) into the Truth as it is in Telus, © then, g:04 God, when wiil 

. . *7)» J Do as 

the Kingdoms of this World become our I ord Chriſt's > 

Zather, and other our rſt Retormers from Popery, had more Light from Ged 
than the Papiits had or have : B. Latimer Martyr, had more Light from God a little 
before he dy'd, than he had when he thought he could not be damned if he had 
been in a Friar's Cont, AGF, and Aon, p. 1325, So that I truſt in God he will be 
pleaſed to illuminate many of the Churc!: of England's Miniſters, that they will fee 
very great need to win all people to come to them; which no dovbr wili ſoon be 
accompliſhed , after ONCce their Lives zT10} Converſations agree Witi) their Dottrines bh 
For it 15 a worthy ſaying of a Son of tjtat Conrcyh, viz. Whey we have #ſrd all the 
Arguments, ard the beſt Vindication 6f onr ſelves, aud of onr Charch, it is Holineſs 
of Life is the 5eft and moſt prevalent Apolog 3, ; 


Now follows the Ten approved Prayers (the above-named Fr. Lee) collc&z:d our 
of the Common Prayer, I hope for a good End. 


» Almighty Goc,, which ſheweſt 10 all Men that be in Error, the Light of thy Trat',, 
to the Intent that they mayreturn into the way of Righteouſneſs, 8&c. 

Lord, from whom all good things ds come, grant us thy humble Servants, that by thy 
holy Inſpiration we may thin'; thoſe things that be good, &c. 

Almighty.God, nnto whom all Hearts be open, all deſires known, and from whom 1:8 
Secrets are hid,cleauſe the thoughts - our hearts by the Inſpiration of thy holy Spirit,gcc. 

That it maypleaſe thee ty bleſs and keep the Magiltrates, giving thens Grace to exc: 
cate Fuſtice, and to maintain Truth, 

That it may pleaſe thee to give to all thy peopt * increaſe of Grace zo ear meetly t bytWard, 
a4 to receive it with pure Aﬀettion, and to bring forth the Fraits of the Spirit, 

That it may pleaſe thee to bring into the way of Truth all ſuch as have erred and are 
deceived, 

That it may pleaſe thee to defend and provide for the Fathericſs Children and Widow 5; 
aud all that be deſolate and oppreſſea. ; 

That it may pleaſe thee to forgive «ur Enemies, Perſecutors and Slanderers, and ta 
tu-n their Hearts. 

Grant #us,O Lord, tolearn to loveour Enemies, by the Example of thy Martys Sc, 
Stephen, who prayed for his P erſecutors, &c. 

Almighty God, by whoſe Providence thy Servant John Baptiſt was wonderfully b:x, 
and ſent to prepare the way of thy Sow our $4viour, by-preaching Repentance z mace vs 
{o-to follow his Doftrine and holy Life, that we may truly repear, according to his prea- 
ching, and after his Example, conſtantly ſpeak the Truth, boldly rebuke VICE, and pats. 
ently ſuffer for the Trath, &c. 


Since it hath pleaſed God, by his Grace to convince me, That Buptiſm with Water 


and the Lords Supper are to continue in the Church until Chriit's coming again in the 
| D | ame 
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( 14) 
me. Body in- which he afcended, to Judge the World ; by which I was flirred in 
S-5jiritto ſearch the holy Scriprures, and therein came to underſtand and believe, That 
the Holy Gholt was (if 1 may ſo ſpeak) ſcattered, or poured upon the Apoſtles, Ats 
2. 3. ſeeming tothe Eye like Cloven Tongues, or as flames of fire will ſo ſeem by 
the like 6gure, 1 do believe Water was ſprinkled, or caſt upon thoſe 3ouo (youn 
and old) that were converted by Peter's Sermon, and ſo baptized the ſame day, wy 
ot plunged over Head and Ears in Water(as ſome think) ver. 41. The ſame may 
be undezſtood ef rhe Jaylor and his Family, who were converted, and baptiſed with 
Walcr at mid-night, Ch. 16. 33. 

And alfo fince it hath pleaſed God to further enlighten-me. thro conſenting unto 
his Commands in H. Scripture, I amenabled-to make a full diſcovery, how Satan 
has beguil'd ſuch a number of our young Preachers, which was þy hearkening to 
thoſe Ancicnt Preachers, that made them believe there 1s but ove &zht in all Aer, 

As Firſt, They miſtaking that Text, John 1, 9. That was the true Light which en- 
lighteneth every Man that cometh into-the World, From thence ſuppoſing, That all 
Mcn were enlightned with a Light of Chritt Jeſus, from their Mothers Wombs,ſuf- 
ficient to Salvation , as particularly G. Fox, in p. 20. Gr. At-{aith,--Hhere there 
3: Life in an Infant, there is Light, Ard inp. 42.diſapproves his Adverlary for ſay- 
ing, That no Man by that Native Light inherent in him, ad ower to believe, &c, And 
co the ſame purpoſe ſeep. 15. in Y. Pen's Primitive Chrilttanity. 

2- Thus it appears they own but oe Light that we were born with. This Light, 
Or Underſtanding, tho it be called, The Candle of the Lord, Prov. 26, 275. which 
reproves for ſome fins, yet is but a dim Light to fee ſpirityal things by ; but when 


it ſhall pleaſe God ro Lighten this Candle by the Influence of his Divine Grace,and 


H. Scriptures, then the Soul is Light in the Lord, 
3. So that our young Preachers (laying afide the Light of the H. Scriptures) and 


Preaching only this common Light in Mankind, muſt needs Preach falle Do&rine, - 


and other confuſed ſtuff ;, ſo that it has Jed too many of them to think the H. Scrip- 


ures are no help to make a Miniſter, and has ſo exalted rhem, that they think - 


they have the ſame Degree of Immediate Revelation as the Apoſtles had; ſee p.21 3. 
Gr. Mt. But they may wait long enough before they attain to that - Degree of 
God's Spirit the Apoſtles had : For thoſe Diſcoveries the Apoſtles had, were to con- 
firm a belief in peoples hearts of the miraculous Birth, Sutterings, &c,of our bleſſed 
Redeemer. And Mortal Man (whoſe heart is deceittut) muſt no more expect that 
God will ſo far truit them with ſuch a large meaſure of heavenly Treaſure as he did 
the Apoſtles, the Prophelie of Joel being fulltilled in them. Yer God in mercy now 


gives (to all the ſincere believers in his only Son Jeſus of Nazareth) ſuch a meaſure - 
of his Divine Grace, as will both deliver and preſerve them from the evil of the 


World, andbri»g them to eternal Life and Salvation, Titus 2. 11. 

4. We the hearers of ſuch Preachers, that have ſo long preached from their own 
Spirit (without the H.Scriptures) over whom Satan can get advantage to Transform 
Himſelf as an Angel of Light, by which way he gets the Name, of an Ange! of 
Light ;, we muſt needs, I lay, by hearing ſuch Preachers be enticed not to endure 
ſound Doarine. But -if I ſhould write of the diverſe Confuſions, this Spirit. hath! 
led us to this 40 Years paſt, it would make a large Book : and this I know by Ex- 
perience, that where this Spitit Rules, they cannot with any Love read any of the 
Good Doftrines written in the Books of any Miniſter of the Chnrch of w_ 
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( 15.) 
tho' it be Dr; Goodman: Penitent Pardon'd — or Dr. Scors Chriſtian Life. Vol, '5the 
but for this my Book, tiey will warn as many as they can, not to read it, for feat 
of Irifetion. O Lord open their Eyes, 8c. for thow knoweſt 1 have Love for them ; 
For one of them hath given this Good Councel to them all, viz. The beſt way to 
recover the deceived ts to diſcover the deceiver, 

5. Now to get clear out of Babyloniſh Confufion, I do adviſe all amongſt them 
that fear the Lord, to whom this may come, yea and ail Difſenters, (ſo called) to 
come and hear found Doctrine, from iuch as };ave ſtudied, or thorougly meditared 
in the H. Scriptures, for too many diflenters want Chriſtian Love to each other, 
and it is apparent. that ſome of their Preachers (trive more to encreaſe the Num- 
- of their Hearers {for outward gain) than to excel one another in a Chriſtian 
Life. 

Now, I appeal t9 every honeſt Impartial Reader, whether the Preachers of ths 
Church of Exgland have not more Chrittian Charity to the Diſlenters in Gzneral, | 
than they have ro one another, for too many-of the Difſenters are for the ſtraight” 
ening each others Liberties in many things, while the Church of Erglard grants 
them all Liberty of Conlcience, yea, and moit Chriftianly invites them to come in” 
to Communion with them for a Reformation of manners, and to heip them tore 
buke. Vices © boldly, and help each other in their Chriſtian Warfare, which to 9 
would be the Joy of Chriftend:m, ſtop the mouths of Atheiſts, yea, and it woul © 
be to the Honour and Glory of Him, whom we call our Lord and Maiter,from who'll 
we take the Name Chriſtian, He who Dyed, Roſe, and Aſcended, to win us to Love 
him and. one another : How doth the Church of England entreat you to be Reconct 
led, ro come and Worſhip God together, to hear the {oundeft Dofrine Preached, 
to pay nothing therefore,but what our Kings and Parliament Eſtabliſhed by Law be- 
fore we were born ; and their Condeſcending Love to us is ſo much, thac they will 
not impoſe any thing upon us againſt Good Conſcience, and that, if you donot 
think' good to be with them at their Fas, or Feaſts, &c. you may ſtay at home 
at fuch times, they moſt Chriſtianly concluding thus, viz. © God dire&t you, and 
: us all. To his Grace I Commend you, and the Inffuences of his Blefied Spirit, 

. to ſhew you what great things it is to do in your Power for him and Jus 

- Church, and give you a Heart todo them, that it benot laid to your Charge. 

i 0%. But, if ſoine Phariſaical Quaker ſhould objeR, ſaying, This man would have 
us meet with ſuch ſinners, as from 7.70 903 Cry Lord bave Mercy pon ws miſe- 


 rable ſinners, when he knows, he cannot lay that he ever heard us this 49 Years, 


' Pray in our Meetings to God for Pardon of fin, but has often heard us, thank 
God for his preſence in Meettings, : ; 
* Anſwer, The more are you like to the Phariſees who was not for Meeting, Eat-' 
'ing or Drinking with linners, they thought themſelves ſo Holy, but our Blefled 
Saviour choſe rather to meet with them, than the molt Zealous Phariſee ——Thex 
drew near unto him, all the Publicans and ſinners far to hear him, and the Scribes 
and Phariſees Murmured, ſaying, This Manreceiveth ſinners, &c. Mat. 9. 10,11, 
* 0b, But if you further obje&t : That ſuch poor and inſufficient Miniſters are 
placed in many Churches (ſo called, tho' they mean the People to be the Church) 
which rather driveMen,than give themTollerable Encouragement to attend thei 
Muuſtry on hopes of Improvement; 


&/wers 
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ame. Body in- which he z{cended, to Judge the World ; by which I was flirred in 
S-zirit to ſearch the holy Scriprures, and therein came to underſtand and believe, That 


the Holy Ghoſt was (it 1 may fo ſpeak) ſcattered, or poured upon the Apoſtles, AiZs 


2. 3. ſceming tothe Eye like Cloven Tongues, or as flames of fire will ſo ſeem by 
the like figure, 1 do believe Water was ſprinkled, or caſt upon thoſe 3000 (youn 
and old) that were converted by Perer's Sermon, and fo baptized the ſame day, BY 
rot plunged over Head and Ears in Water(as ſome think) ver. 41. The ſame ma 
be unde:ſtood ef the Jaylor and his Family, who were converted, and baptiſed wit 
Water at mid-night, Ch. 16. 33. 

And alſo fince it hath pleaſed God to further enlighten-me- thro conſenting unta 
his Commands in H. Scripture, 1 amenabled-to make a full diſcovery, how $atas 
has beguil'd ſuch a number of our young Preachers, which was þy hearkening to 
thoſe Ancient Preachers, that made them believe there 1s but ove &zht in» all Aen, 

As Firſt, They miſtaking that Text, John 1, 9. That was the true Light which en- 
lighteneth every Man that cometh into-the World, From thence ſuppofing, That all 
Mczn were enlightned with a Light of Chritt Jeſus, from their Mothers Wombs,ſuf- 
ficient to Salvation , as particularly G. Fox, in p. 20. Gr. Aſt;{aith,--WHhere there 
3 Life in an Infant, there is Light, And inp. 42. diſapproves his Adverſary for ſfay- 


ing, That no Man bythat Native Light inherent in him, had four to believe, &c. And. 


co the ſame purpoſe ſeep. 15. in W. Per's Primitive Chriſtianity, 
2- Thus it appears they own but oe Light thar we were born with. This Light, 
Or Underſtanding, tho it be called, The Candle of the Lord, Prov. 20. 27. which 


reproves for ſome ins, yer is but a dim Light to fee ſpirityal things by ; but when 
3t ſhall pleaſe God ro Lighten this Candle by the Influence of his Divine Grace,and. 


H. Scriptures, then the Soul is Light in the Lord, 
3. So that our young Preachers (laying. atide the Light of the H. Scriptures) and 


Preaching only this common Light in Mankind, muſt needs Preach falle Do&rine, - 


and other confuſed ſtuff ;, ſo that it has Jed too many of them to think the H. Scrip- 


rures are no help to make a Miniſter, and has fo exalted rhem, that they think - 


they have the ſame Degree of Immediate Revelation as the Apoſtles had; ſee p.21 3. 


Gr. Mt. But they may wait long enough before they attain to that - Degree of - 
God's Spirit the Apoſtles had : For thoſe Diſcoveries the Apoſtles had, . were to con- 


firm a belief in peoples hearts of the miraculous Birth, Sufterings, &c,of our bleſſed 
Redeemer. And Mortal Man (whoſe heart 1s deceittul) muſt no more expe that 


God will ſo far truit them with ſuch a large meaſure of heavenly Treaſure as he did - 


the Apoſtles, the Prophefie of 7oe/ being fulltilled in them. Yer God in mercy now 


gives (to all the ſincere believers in his only Son Jeſus of Nazarerh) ſuch a meaſure: 
of his Divine Grace, as will both deliver and preſerve them from the evil of the 


World, andbring them to eternal Life and Salvation, Titus 2. 11, 
4. We the hearers of ſuch Preachers, that have ſo long preached from their own 


Spirit (without the H.Scriptures) over whom Satan can get advantage to Transform - 


Himſelf as an Angel of Light, by which way he gets the Name, of an» Angel of 
Light ; we muſt needs, I tay, by hearing ſuch Preachers be enticed not to endure 
found DoQrine. But if I ſhould write of the diverſe Confuſions, this Spirit hath 
l:d us to this 40 Years paſt, it would make a large Book : and this I know by Ex- 
pzrience, that: where this Spitit Rules, they cannot with any Love read any of the 
Good Dottrines written in the Books of any Miniſter of the Chnrch of w_, 
tho' 


( 15.) 
tho' it be Dr. Goodman: Penitent Pardon'd — or Dr. Scors Chriſtian Life. Yel, '5th- 
but for this my Book, they will warn as many as they can, not to read it, for feat 
of Infeftion. O Lord open their Eyes, 8c, for thou knoweſt 1 have Love for them, 
For one of them hath given this Good Councel to them all, viz. The beſt way to 
recover the deceived ts to diſcover the deceiver, 

5. Now to ger clear out of Babyloniſh Confuſion, I do adviſe all amongſt them 
that fear the Lord, to whom this may come, yea and all Difſenters, (fo called) to 
come and hear ſound Do&trine, from tuch as }:ave ſtudied, or thorougly meditated 
in the H. Scriptures, for too many diflenters want Chriſtian Love to each other, 
and it is apparent. that ſome of tneir Preachers ſtrive more to encreaſe the Num- 
+ of their Hearers (for outward gain) than to excel one another in a Chriſtian 
Life. | 

Now, I appeal to every honeſt Impartial Reader, whether the Preachers of the 
Church of Exgland have not more Chriſtian Charity to the Diflenters in General, . 
than they have ro one another, for too many-ef-the Diflenters are for the ſtrajght* 
ening each others Liberties in many things, while the Church of England grants 
them all Liberty of Conlcience, yea, and moſt Chriſtianly invites them to come in” 
to Comnnmion with them for a Reformation of manners, and to help them tore* 
buke. Vices boldly, and help each other in their Chriſtian Warfare, which to © 
' would be the Joy of Chriftend:m, ſtop the mouths of Atheiſts, yea, and it woul 
be to the Honour and Glory of Him, whom we call our Lord and Malter,from who'll 
we take the Name Chriſtian, He who Dyed, Roſe, and Aſcended, to win us to Love - 
him and. one another : How doth the Church of England entreat you to be Reconct- 
led, to come and Worſhip God together, to hear the (oundeft DoQtrine Preached, 
to pay nothing therefore ,but what our Kings and Parliament Eſtabliſhed by Law be- 
fore we were born ; and their Condeſcending Love to us is ſo much, thac they will 
not impoſe any thing upon us againſt Good Conſcience, and that, if you donot 
think' good to be with them at their Faſfs, or Feaſts, &c. you may ſtay at home 
at fuch times, they inoſt Chriſtianly concluding thus, viz. © God dire& you, and 
* us all. To his Grace I Commend you, and the Inffuences of his Bleſſed Spirit, . 
*to ſhew you what great things it is to do in _ Power for him -and his 
:* Church, and give you a Heart todo them, that it benot laid to your Charge. 

: *06. But, if ſoine Phariſaical Quaker ſhould obje&, ſaying, This man would have 

* us meet with ſuch ſinners, as from 7.70 703 Cry Lord have Mercy npon ns miſe- 
7 rable ſinners, when he knows, he cannot ay that he ever heard us this 49 Years, 
: oy in our Meetings to God for Pardon of fin, but has often heard us, thank .. 
© God forhis preſence in Meettings, : ; : 
* Anſwer, The more are you like to the Phariſees who was not for Meeting, Eat-' 
| *ing or Drinking with linners, they thought themleives ſo Holy, but our Bleſſed 
\ ® Saviour choſerather ro meet with them, than the moſt Zealous Phatiſee ——-Thes - 
© drew near unto him, all the Publicans and ſinners for to hear him, and the Scribes 

* and Phariſees Murmured, ſaying, This Manreceiveth ſinners, &c. Mat. 9. 10,11, 

©* 0b. But if you turther obje& : That ſuch poor and inſufficient Mjniſters are 

© placed in many Churches (ſo called, tho' they mean the People to be the Church) 
n which rather driveMen,than give themTogllerable Encouragement to attend thew 
 Muuſtry on hopes of Improvement; 


(wer; 


| 016) 

 !Auſwer, The fame may be objeted againſt the greateſk number of the Pregch; 
Per Jai being much more inſufficient : The Biſhops cannor hinder their pang 
on, (in many places) but ſome are ſenſible of the _ eaſinels of ſome in their Ac. 
miſhon into Orders, by Symory, &c. which the Laws are very ftri& againſt, wheat! 
known. Therefore until things be ſo amended that none ſhall be admitted to _. 
Preach, whoſe Lives and Converſation becomes not Chriſtianity, You have Liber. 
ty to hear what Miniſter you pleaſe, tho' notof your Pariſh, that there may be no 
ſeparation who!:y. LS OR of 

Oh! Let our Prayers be as Davids, viz. 10 underſtand our Errours, P[a, I9. 20. 


The Teſtimony of F. Y. an Eminent Quaker in Bedfordſhire, (havin ; 
the Switch for «'# Snake, which he pur into my La hy on K 9. "5 put 
donbring bur that F. R. another Eminent Quaker there, is of the ſame mind, viz, * 

Books of Controveriie abour Religion, written by the DiRates of ſelfiſh Wiſom: | 
thar lead ro Envy and Evading Quibbles, of which England now too much abounds: 
are of as little benefit for th= Promotion of True Religion, and building up that? 
Holy Faith in Peoples Hearts tt: works by Love ; as the confounding of Lans! 
guages heipr forward the Building of Babels Tower, as may be ſeen in Gey, 115 
Upon which I have ſeen this following Obſervation made, (viz.) 2 


Bring me (quoth h:) a Trewel Quickly quick, 
One ings him up 4 Jammer, hew this Brick ;, 


'Anether 


ids, and ther: they cieave a Tree, 


Make falt this Rope, ard then they let it fee ; 


One calls for Planks, another Aforter lacks, 

They bring the firſi 4 fone; the laſt an Ax ; 

One would have 1T1::s, and him a ſpade they give ;; 

Another aches a S4.v, and vets a Sie, 

Thus Croſly Creſt, they prate and rail invain, 

What one hath made, another ſpoils again; | 

This makes them leave their work, andlike mad fools, 

Scatter their ſtuff, and tumble down their tools. 

Even ſo, O Lord, if it ſtands with thy bleſſed wit], haſten the day of ſcatterin 
all envious ſtuff of Contention, that the Inftruments thereof may caſt down thei 
Tools, and the People that fear thee, and delire to live at Peace, may ſay as th 
Moly Prophet 1/aiah, in his 46. Chap. 1, 2. ver. faith, and hear thy voice, as itt 
8hud and fourth verſes thereof, f 


J]. W. 


